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Pakistan’s Double-game in South Asia 
 

 

The role of Pakistan in the region especially in Afghanistan, is clearly evident from the 
track record of Pakistan and the study of its biography based on 68 years of its history 
(1947-2015). 
 

 
Note: The following map was prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph Peters. It was published in the Armed Forces Journal 

in June 2006, Peters is a retired colonel of the U.S. National War Academy. (Map Copyright Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph 
Peters 2006).
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The retired Pakistani generals who frequently appear on TV talk shows have been 
misleading the public opinion by trying to cover the negative role of Pakistan and glorify 
its constructive contributions, as dubious as the word ‘constructive’ can come to sound. 
There is no doubt that the army generals have been the real masters of Pakistan from 
day one. Army is the judge, the jury and the executioner of the people since a segment 
of India was cut off from it in the name of religion and was named, quite ironically, as 
Pakistan- the land of pure!  
 
Civil-Military Relationship 
The civil governments have been and continue to be a façade, whose function all along 
has been to provide a cover of democracy to the illiberal, sectarian dealings that the 
military dictatorship in Pakistan has indulged in since the time the country was birthed. 
Whether it has been its relationship with the US or India or Afghanistan, which have 
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been utterly duplicitous in their nature, for that matter, all the insurgency that has been 
fanned in the occupied Balochistan, the Pakistani army has been the key player in all 
these matters. The Pakistani army is indeed the most powerful entity in the country 
having overthrown most of the civilian political regimes of Pakistan several times in the 
nation’s short history. It has been controlling the media, judiciary, civil society and 
politics without any hindrance.  
 
Many years have passed since the charade of cooperation was sounded by the ‘deep 
state’ in Pakistan. We have been listening from the Pakistani establishment, and by that 
we mean the puppet civilian leadership that has most often been hamstrung by the 
military dictates, make offers of support in dealing with the problems faced by 
Afghanistan. But, when we study 68 years of its history, all that one would be able to 
see is that the role played by Pakistan has been far from being constructive. Instead of 
striking a reconciliatory note, bloodshed and destruction are all that Pakistan has 
handed down to Afghanistan as also to its neighboring country, Balochistan for 
decades. 
 
There is no room for any discount being leveraged to Pakistan. If at all a thought to do 
so ever creeps up in one’s mind, it would be instructive to refer to all that Pakistan has 
been visibly up to in its neighboring countries; the underhand and behind-the-curtain 
wrong doings are far worse. Pakistan’s neighboring countries like Afghanistan, India, 
Balochistan and Bangladesh can describe Pakistan’s negative role in their countries 
because they have been the victims of Pakistani terrorism for more than six decades 
now. Bangladesh had lost 3 million of its citizens at the hands of the Pakistani army in 
1971 during its war of liberation. India has fought four major wars with Pakistan, while 
Balochistan is still struggling to regain its independence. The current Baloch war of 
liberation is the fifth attempt to break free from the yoke of Pakistani slavery. 
Balochistan was occupied by Pakistan at gunpoint on March 27, 29148 and later forcibly 
annexed to it. Since then the Baloch nation has been struggling to regain its 
independence. Afghanistan has been also facing Pakistani atrocities for many decades 
now.  

 
Pakistani ISPR sharing a light moment with Taliban leaders during Asif Ali Zardari’s regime.  

(Photo Cridets; LIFE, posted by Kamran Shafi)
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Pakistan’s Proxy Battles 
One important question that comes to mind is if Pakistan is really sincere in taking 
action against its own strategic assets- the religious extremists- which it had consciously 
created to cater its interests? Many countries of world including Russia, USA, Gulf 
countries, Afghanistan and India have been hoping that Pakistan will take action against 
the terrorist outfits that have been nurtured and trained on its soil, but contrary to the 
wishful thinking of these powers, Pakistan continues to provide support and succor to its 
religious proxies and use them to blackmail the world powers. 
 
The world has let the people of South Asia, especially the victims of Pakistani state 
terrorism, down when they turned a blind eye to Pakistan’s war crimes against 
Bangladesh in 1971, in Balochistan since 1948 and in Afghanistan for many decades. If 
one still thinks that Pakistan is neutral in Afghanistan’s issue, they don’t need to go far 
but seek help from social platforms like YouTube where they can find the video 
interviews and speeches of Pakistani army’s retired generals praising and egging the 
jihadi groups and Taliban fighters to continue their ‘holy’ war in Afghanistan and 
Kashmir. 
 
Pakistan has been supporting the ‘Kashmir cause’ officially from the beginning. Every 
year on February 5, Pakistan officially marks ‘Kashmir Day’ where army, political parties 
and militant jihadi groups organize rallies, seminars and conferences and openly vow to 
strengthen the jihad in Kashmir. The same jihadi bandits of Pakistani state have 
declared jihad against the Balochistan liberation movement. Pakistan army has 
established more than a dozen death squads in different districts of Balochistan. These 
state sponsored death squads are playing the exact role of Al Shams and Al Badr 
organizations which were used to counter the pro-liberation parties during the 
Bangladesh freedom movement. 
 
The recent attack on the Bacha Khan University on January 20, 2016 where 
predominantly Pashtun nationalist students are enrolled has been seen as an obvious 
conspiracy of state to the attack the Pashtun nationalists and kill their cadres and 
thereby ensure that the nationalist aspirations of this community are trammeled by the 
power of force and fright. It is also obvious that the Pakistani army and its religious 
proxies fear well-educated Baloch and Pashtun youth for they can very well stir the 
masses to support their just cause of gaining freedom from the oppressive Punjabi 
Pakistani regime. Pakistan army, as evident, is doing everything to quell the Pashtun 
uprising for an independent Pashtunistan. Efforts are being made to ruthlessly butcher 
all those who have been fighting oppression to gain those very rights that have been 
denied to them for more than six decades.  
 
Recently Pakistan is facing enormous pressure from the US and India after the 
Pathankot attack. India had handed over two dossiers to Pakistan which contains the 
proof of involvement of Pakistani funded militant jihadi groups in the planning and 
execution of the attack. According to India, the mastermind behind the attack is 
Maulana Masoud Azhar, who, as is known to all, is the right hand of Pakistani Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) and the Pakistan army. He was trained and sent to 
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Afghanistan for jihad against the USSR troops in 1980. After defeating the Soviet Union 
troops, he was given another task to launch offensives against the Indian army in 
Kashmir. According to available sources he was given full impunity to live in Lahore, 
Islamabad, cash and a huge amount of ammunition were also provided to his 
organization by the ISI and Pakistan army for ‘the liberation’ of Kashmir. 
 
 
 

 
Shahbaz Sharif greets Kashmir day to his niece on 5th Feb 2016. (Photo Taken from his official Facebook Page)
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The demand of ‘Liberation of Kashmir’ is a longstanding conspiracy theory of Pakistan 
army and its politicians, and the jihadist assets of Pakistan. So it unlikely that Pakistan 
will take action against its own assets like Jaish-e-Mohammad, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and 
other extremist groups operating in Pakistan with full protocol. 
 
In fact, such is the audacity of the Pakistani army that despite giving their full support to 
Taliban that has been ruining Afghanistan, it still pays visits to Kabul and assured the 
government there of their full support. How can a country be so openly duplicitous? 
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Balkh Police chief, Sayed Kamal Sadat categorically said in his official statement that 
those who had attacked the Indian Consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif in January 2016 were 
from the Pakistani military. These attacks are enough evidences of Pakistan’s 
involvement in terrorism in Afghanistan. To add to these deliberate attempts at 
sabotaging Afghanistan’s internal security, conscious attempts are made to keep the 
Ghani government in Kabul from India’s friend list. 
 
Many believe that compared to the past decade, ISI has ramped up its policies and acts 
of perpetrating terrorism throughout the South Asian region. But unfortunately, both 
India and Afghanistan, despite having enough evidence of Pakistan’s wrongdoings 
continue to hope good from Pakistan! 
 
Difa-i-Pakistan Council 
Difa-e-Pakistan Council (DPC) chaired by Moulana Sami-u-Haq was created, financed 
and backed by the ISI and is responsible for actively recruiting fighters to counter Indian 
interests in the region. DPC is considered the political platform of ISI and Pakistan army 
and is meant to provide the ground support to Pakistan army to bargain with the world. 
The DPC initiated its first assignment by blocking the NATO supply to Afghanistan, 
which passes through the territory of Balochistan (Karachi to Chaman Border) and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) (all the way up to the Torkham border). The organization 
totally comprises of top jihadi groups whose prime objective is to lodge terror attacks 
inside Afghanistan, infiltrate into India and radicalize the youth in Balochistan.  
 
No political party in Pakistan is united on even identical issues; they always have been 
seen quarreling on TV during debates and stage rallies against each other, but the army 
has very tactfully brought about 40 jihadist groups under one umbrella to blackmail the 
NATO, USA, India and Afghanistan. Difa-e-Pakistan Council reads the exact script of 
Pakistan army and its main tower is within the General Headquarters (of the Pakistani 
Army) compound where it receives its orders from. Its fighters are actively involved in 
Afghan and Kashmir jihad.  
 
These Jihadi are termed as ‘heroes’ by Pakistani generals even as they are branded as 
hard core extremists by almost the entire world.  On reading the biographied, profile and 
background of the members of Difa-e-Pakistan Council, one can find jaw dropping facts 
that these religious parties also have their own separate jihadi militias groups supported 
by Pakistan army and ISI. They are working on identical agendas, but from separate 
platforms. The surface political front is apparently aimed to provide Pakistan army 
political support but their hidden agenda is to recruit jihadist and send them to 
Afghanistan, Balochistan and Kashmir for the Pakistani army’s version of jihad. These 
religious parties are the camouflage proxies of Pakistan army and ISI. Most of these are 
now associated with the global terrorist organizations like Al Qaeda, ISIS or Da’esh, Al-
Shabab and Boko Haram.  
 
Baloch pro-freedom leader Hyrbyair Marri in a recent statement termed the Taliban, 
ISIS and Jihadi militants as ‘the plain clothed personnel of Pakistani army’. Marri is 
absolutely right in his observation about the nexus between Pakistani army the religious 
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extremist groups. As he is one of the most experienced leaders and pioneering leaders 
of the current Baloch struggle for freedom.  
 

 
 
It is worth mentioning that the small and diminishing Hindu community is facing the 
same sort of humiliation and harassment by the religious parties who are the members 
of the DPC. 
 
DPC Composition 

1: JUI-S (Sami ul Haq) (President) 
2: JUD (Professor Hafiz Muhammad Saeed) (Vice President) 
3: JI (MoulanaSiraj Ul Haq) (Secretary General) 
4: AhleSunnatWalJuma'at (Moulana Muhammad Ahmed Ludhianvi) (Joint Secretary) 
5: JUP (Dr.Sahibzada Abdul Khayr Zubair, Shah OvaisNoorani) 
6: JUI-N (Maulana Asmatullah, MaulanaA.Qadir) 
7: JamiatMashaikhAhle Sunnah 
8: Muslim Conference AJK (sardarAtiq Ahmed) 
9: Majlis-e-Ahrar-e-Islam (Abdul Latif Khalid Cheema) 
10: Mohsinan-e-Pakistan (Mr.Abdullah Gul. Rep of AQ khan) 
11: Pakistan Water Movement (Maulana Nasr) 
12: Tehreek e Ittehad (Gen.Hamid Gul) 
13: Muslim League Zia (Ijaaz ul Haque) 
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14: Awami Muslim League (Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed) 
15: Tehreek-e-HurmatRasoon (Maulanaamirhamza) 
16: Sec.Gen DPC (Qari Muhammad Yaqoob Sheikh) 
17: Ansar ul Ummah (Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman Khalil) 
18: AMTKN (Maulana Ismail Shujabadi) 
19: Pakistan Ulema Council (Allama Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi) 
20: Tehreek-e-Azaadi Kashmir (SaifullahMansoor) 
21: Muslim League-Sher-e-Bangal (Dr.SualehZahoor) 
22: AMTKN-International (M.IlyasChinoti MPA) 
23: Sunni Ulema Council (MaulanaM.Ashraf Tahir) 
24: Christian Community (Adv.Yusuf) 
25: Sikh Community (SardarShaam) 
26: Hindu Community Lahore (Manohar Chand) 
27: Hindu Community Khi (Ramesh Laal) 
28: JamiatIttehad ul Ulema – Pakistan 
29: Tanzeem-e-Islaami (Hafiz Akif Saeed) 
30: JamatAhle-Hadith (A.Hafeezropri) 
31: JamiatAhle-Hadith (Second.GenIbtisamElahiZaheer) 
32: MutahidaJamiatAhl-e-Hadith (Naeem Badshah) 
33: Majlis-e-Ahrar-e-Islam (Syed Muhammad Kafeel Bukhari) 
34: JamiatAshatTauheedsunnah (MaulanaTayyabtahiri) 
 
Condition of Religious Minorities 
In the DPC list one can find names of two Hindu and one Christian community parties 
under the tutelage of the DPC. The primary purpose of including their name in DPC is to 
send a message to the people that minorities in Pakistan are safe and sound in 
Pakistan but the ground reality is in total contradiction to DPC’s claim.  
 
Hundreds of Hindu families have been forced to leave the country. Thousands of 
families are seeking asylum in India. Many Pakistani Christians and Hindus have either 
been killed or still languishing in Pakistani jails for alleged blasphemy. The DPC has 
done nothing to raise its voice against the arrest and murder of Hindus and Christian by 
Pakistani religious terrorist organisations.  
 
Media reports suggests that in November 2013, an angry mob set fire to over 100 
homes in the Joseph Colony Christian settlement, near Badami Bagh (Lahore). 
Residents were forced to flee and at least 35 people were injured. The attack resulted 
from an accusation of blasphemy registered against one of the residents, Sawan Masih 
who reportedly had an argument with a Muslim two days before the attack. The anger of 
the Islamic community did not subside and the following morning a large group of 
people ransacked Joseph Colon and set several houses on fire. Salamat Masih, one of 
the residents of Badami Bagh, Lahore told media reporters that “we started to hear a 
noise, and suddenly a sea of people fell upon the colony. They threw acid and stoned 
our houses, then set them on fire. The authorities intervened only when everything was 
destroyed". The local Iman issued an edict that Sawan Masih shall be killed whenever 
he is found. 
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Members of Christian community holds a protest in Islamabad against violence in Christian locality in  

Badaami Bagh area Lahore. — Photo by INP 
4
 

 
 

Hafiz Mohammad Saeed with other top members of Difa-i-Pakistan Council in  Rawalpindi Rally.
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Maulana Masoud Azhar 
One must not be excited and believe in Pakistan’s narrative of conducting investigations 
to the culprits involve Pathankot attack. The world, particularly Indian government needs 
to ask Pakistan to arrest or crackdown on the religious extremist groups which are 
working under the banner of the above mentioned parties.  
 
Maulana Masoud Azhar is just one of the tips of the many icebergs that float in the 
troubles waters churned by the Pakistani army. Until all these terrorist sponsored 
organizations are not put behind the bars or maybe exterminated, our long desired hope 
for peace in the region would not even qualify for a daydream! 
 
Pakistan army has cleverly shown to have made a few arrests to reduce the mounting 
Indian pressure and to show to the world that they are taking action against religious 
extremism. But be assured that there will not be any massive operation or use of heavy 
gunship helicopters and tanks in Raiwand, Islamabad, Lahore and Rawalpindi, similar to 
what the Pakistani army has been up to in occupied Balochistan and Pashtunistan on a 
daily basis. 
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Pakistan army and its government are feeding misinformation to the world that 
investigations are underway regarding Pathankot and Bacha Khan University attacks. 
There are rumors that Masoud Azhar has been detained, but Pakistan’s defense 
spokesperson denies his arrest. Many say that Azhar might have been called by the ISI 
only to inform him on Indian dossier regarding Pathankot. This ‘friendly’ investigation is 
a tactical move to silence India and mislead the rest of the world. 
 
It is an undeniable truth that the extremist religious groups are the second important 
assets of Pakistan army after its nukes in order to blackmail the world. To keep India 
and Afghanistan under constant pressure, there is nothing that comes as handy as such 
extremist groups. It is largely believed that though the Pakistani army cannot formally 
send its foot soldiers to fight inside India and Afghanistan, the jihadi groups are thus, 
seen by it as the better choice to pursue the same assignment.  If someone hopes that 
Pakistan army and establishment will carry out fruitful operations against its own 
national assets - the religious groups- who have been catering is living in a fool’s 
paradise. 
 
One has to thoroughly research the sequence of events and the narrative and policies 
of Pakistan about Taliban and Al Qaida after 9/11 terror attacks. The government of 
Nawaz, which is ostensibly led by General Raheel Sharif, is reading the same script of 
Musharraf’s regime. Ex-army Chief General Pervez Musharraf proudly terms the 
terrorist jihadi groups as ‘heroes of Pakistan’ during TV channel interviews. It is now in 
the open, and with evidence that the Zardari regime had sheltered Osama Bin Laden, 
Mullah Umar and other Islamic terrorists, but was misleading the world about the 
presence of top Al-Qaeda leaders in Pakistan. Eventually, Osama Bin Laden was hunt 
down by the US Special Forces exactly under the nose of Pakistan army’s Kakol base, 
some 850 yards away from the garrison.   
 
It is high time that the world starts accepting the reality: Pakistan is the fountainhead of 
religious extremism around the world. It is an accepted fact that Pakistan is a ‘paid killer’ 
not a ‘pain killer’ because it never wanted peace in the entire world since its birth. It is a 
crucial need for the world to search for an alternative friendly country in the Asia to rein 
on the Pakistani sponsored extremism state terrorism, and which is the independent 
Balochistan. 
 
Front-line Friend or Foe 
Pakistan’s external minister Sartaj Aziz has blamed the US for “decades of instability” in 
the region, claiming that Washington’s foreign policies are behind the rise of militant 
groups, particularly Da’esh. At a Senate meeting in Islamabad, adviser to Pakistani 
Prime Minister on national security and foreign affairs, Sartaj Aziz chimed that Da’esh, 
which is mainly active in Iraq and Syria, is a byproduct of Washington’s long-
running agenda in the Middle East. 
 
Blaming the US, Sartaj further said that “it was the US that had created the militant 
groups operating in Pakistan’s tribal areas in 1980s and left them there after the ex-
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Soviet Union’s war in neighboring Afghanistan ended. This contributed to decades of 
instability in Pakistan and the region”. He said that Washington is repeating the same 
policies in the region, setting the stage for the emergence of Da’esh in the Middle East. 
These comments had come in response to US President Barack Obama’s State of the 
Union address on January 19, 2016 in which he blamed the policies of some 
governments, including Pakistan, for instability in the region.  

 
Ex-Pakistan Army Chief General Kayani is shcking hand with Moulana Sami Ul Haq and Moulana Ashraf Tahir Turbai. 

(Photo by New Pakistan). 
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Operation Zarb-e-Azb: As duplicitous as it can be 
Pakistan army considers the jihadi groups and Taliban as their assets. An Ex-DG ISI 
Khawaja Ziaudin categorically stated on ARY TV channel on January 8, 2016 that the 
Taliban and other Jihadi groups must not be targeted in Zarb-e-Azb because they are 
our fifth and sixth line of defense. In fact, much before the Operation was officially 
launched, many jail breaks were reported from across the country. There was certainly 
more than just sheer coincidence between the announcement and timing of the 
Operation and the many prisoners who ‘managed’ to escape from some of the ‘tight 
security’ installments in the country. Some of these very ‘coincidental’ jail break 
incidents are mentioned below for the readers to assess and analyze the deeper 
conspiracies and motivations that were behind them. 

 

April 2012: More than 200 heavily armed Taliban militants travelling in several 
vehicles attacked the Central Jail in Bannu, Southern District of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
releasing 384 prisoners in a pre-dawn assault on Sunday, officials said.7 

 

July 2013: At least 248 prisoners escaped of whom six were later re-arrested. Senior 
government official Mushtaq Jadoon told ARY television that of those who had 
managed to flee, about 30 were "hardcore militants". 8 
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Afghanistan in the dock again 
With the launching of the Zarb-e-Azb operation in Waziristan, a rapid increase in attacks 
was witnessed on the Afghan soil. It is certainly no coincidence that as attacks within 
Pakistan waned, those in Afghanistan increased manifold times. After all, the deliberate 
jail breaks and careful shifting of the religious extremist group to areas on the Afghan 
side of the Durand Line had to create these ghastly consequences.  

 

Pakistani militants killed by a US drone attack in Afghanistan. (Photo taken from 
Akhundzada Noor Elahi’s facebook account) 9 

 

The increase wave of attacks by Pakistan sponsored Taliban on Capital Kabul and 
other provinces is the reflection of Pakistan’s dirty policies to keep Afghanistan 
unstable, and which is certainly not an ‘unannounced war’ as much as the President of 
Afghanistan would want to claim.  

 

What is to be done? 

The icon of Balochistan freedom movement, Hyrbyair Marri, said in a telecasted 
interview that, “the solution (for many problems related to extremism which the world is 
facing) lies in Balochistan’s independence; unconditional and immediate withdrawal of 
Pakistani occupying forces from Baloch homeland. Inhabitants of occupied Balochistan 
have decided not live with Pakistan as slaves any more. If Pakistan wants to avoid 
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Bangladesh type genocide and war crimes in Balochistan and want a face saving, it 
must roll back its army without any delay. China must quit Balochistan and halt its so 
called development projects until the Balochistan issue is resolved”.  

 

 
Baloch pro-independence leader Hyrbyair Marri leads the current Balochistan Freedom movement.(Photo taken from his 

official facebook page) 
10

 

 

The world has piles of proofs on Pakistani sponsored terrorism in Afghanistan, India and 
Balochistan. Before Pakistan launches another 9/11, 26/11 and Afghan parliament type 
attacks, world must declare Pakistan a terrorist state and impose tough sanctions on it. 
The military aid must be fully cut and its UN membership must be withdrawn. US, India 
and Afghanistan must carry physical and direct operations inside the Punjab province 
and hunt down all Pakistani terrorists hideouts, training centers, cut all their supply lines 
going through Balochistan’s territory. A free and sovereign Balochistan can play a vital 
role in uprooting the terrorists operating from Balochistan’s soil.  

 

Independence of Balochistan has to be acknowledged worldwide, Baloch Sarmachaar 
(Freedom fighters) fighting the liberation of Balochistan must be given latest equipment 
and technology to defend their territory from Pakistani Jihadi militants which are posing 
great threat to the stability of the region. The Baloch, Pashtuns under Pakistani 
occupation and the Afghan leadership must join hands against Pakistani terrorism. Like 
Kurds they must be given full moral, political, diplomatic, financial and military support to 
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disable Pakistani militants who are rapidly infiltrating into Afghanistan and rest of the 
world.   

 

Disclaimer: 
Views expressed here are personal.  

 

About the Author:  

Sobdar Baloch is a human rights activist, and journalist based in Balochistan writing on 
issues related to the region. He can be reached at: sobdarbaluch1@gmail.com  
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