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SPS Projects 
 
SPS has six flagship projects spanning various domains. There are described in the following 
paragraphs. 
 
 
SPS Events  
SPS organizes two kinds of events for the public – SPS Roundtable (RTs) and SPS Lectures. SPS RTs, 
or roundtable discussions, are centered on contemporary political, economic, strategic, security, foreign 
policy and social issues. These RTs seek to promote debate and distil ideas on burning issues and 
policies among policy makers, diplomats, analysts, commentators, journalists, academics and interested 
members of civil society. These are largely held in association with the India International Centre – 
providing not just a platform for the speaker to articulate his/her views, concerns and perspectives but 
also a rare chance for the audience to interact with and benefit from the speaker’s experience, knowledge 
and standpoint on institutional, national and global affairs. 
 
Speakers/panelists have included ministers, ambassadors, military officials, policy makers, domain 
experts, foreign scholars, etc. Special attention has been paid to bringing students and researchers to 
such deliberations to bring in the youth perspective on many issues.SPS Lectures are organized in 
association with the India Habitat Centre and feature resident ambassadors, visiting dignitaries or 
eminent persons from various fields. 
 
SPS Briefs 
SPS organises exclusive briefings for embassies, international organisations, multinationals, think tanks, 
etc., by some of India’s best known experts on contemporary issues. These can be arranged at your 
offices or outside, for in-station officials or visiting delegations.SPS also prepares briefs (on any subject or 
at any length) on contemporary events, situations, trends in diplomacy, politics, strategic and social 
issues, economy, environment and even sectoral business outlooks, in India and other South Asian 
countries. 
 
SPS also conducts orientation/sensitisation workshops on Indian culture, lifestyle and media for 
embassies, Corporates, corporate communication personnel and even visiting media by known and 
established experts. 
 
South Asia Monitor 
South Asia suffers from a significant identity and knowledge deficit. Certain dominant narratives and 
perceptions have accreted, that in turn have bred misconception and misunderstanding about the region 
among outsiders, giving rise to intra-regional distrust and misapprehension about each other’s motives 
and intentions. Much of the knowledge/data base and information dissemination on the region is sourced 
externally – largely from Western and extra-regional sources. Basic information about countries of the 
region and their national perspectives on key issues is hard to get and is scattered across diverse 
sources whose authenticity and reliability remain in doubt. 
 
In order to create a more credible and indigenous knowledge bank on the South Asian region and bridge 
the information gap inherent to it, SPS has created the South Asia Monitor (www.southasiamonitor.org), 
an independent web journal and online resource dealing with strategic, political, security, cultural and 
economic issues about, pertaining to and of consequence to South Asia and the whole Indo-Pacific 
region. Developed for South Asia watchers across the globe or those looking for in-depth knowledge, 
reliable resource and documentation on this region, the site features exclusive commentaries, insightful 
analyses, interviews and reviews contributed by strategic experts, diplomats, journalists, analysts, 
researchers and students from not only this region but all over the world. It also aggregates news and 
views content related to the region. 

../Downloads/www.southasiamonitor.org
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The Indian Diaspora 
India’s estimated 25 million-strong diaspora is the nation’s pride. People of Indian origin living in countries 
across the globe have enriched their adopted countries in diverse fields and have made a name for 
themselves in public life, economics, industry, business and trade, music and film, medicine, science, 
space and technology, academics and the culinary arts. In many countries people of Indian origin are 
counted among the richest, knowledgeable and influential families. 
 
As new generations of people of Indian origin come of age in different countries and the demographics in 
India too change with a far more globally aware young population coming to the forefront in different 
fields, it is imperative that the connections between India and its diaspora are deepened and new bonds 
are established. It is with this objective that SPS started a global Indian Diaspora umbrella portal, 
www.theindiandiaspora.com, to a). create the first-ever Database of the Indian Diaspora and its 
associations/bodies and, b). facilitate regular exchange of information, news, ideas and opinions between 
the diaspora and India and among Indian communities worldwide. 
 
SPS Training 
SPS offers orientation capsules for diplomats/foreign professionals/media personnel, whether resident or 
visiting, on issues of interest. 
 
Ranging from one day to three days, depending on the time available to the participants, this capsule 
provides an introduction to the contemporary developments in India and the extended southern Asian 
region. The spectrum of issues covered include political, diplomatic/foreign-policy, economic/trade, 
security/strategic and development/gender issues that are relevant to the prevailing situation. 
 
Recent Activities 
Some the recent activities of the Society are described in the under mentioned paragraphs. 
 
Media Training 
SPS partnered with the International Center for Journalists (ICFJ) to set up the International Media 
Institute of India (IMII) in New Delhi. IMII ran a post-graduate diploma in journalism during the academic 
year 2010-11 that was attended by 30 students, including four foreign students from Bhutan and Liberia. 
IMII is a unique media training institute in India with an international outlook. It has devised multimedia, 
interactive and modern methods of training for aspiring journalists in India and around the world. 
 
Media Literacy Workshops 
The term “media literacy” refers to a citizen’s ability to understand, analyze, and utilize the media, as well 
as differentiate between quality, unbiased news and opinion. Media literacy also involves citizens’ 
understanding of the importance of free and independent media to the stability of democracy and a free 
information society. By educating young people, starting from high school students, and instilling healthy 
habits of inquiry through media literacy, Media Literacy Education can help prepare youth and adults alike 
for lives of active inquiry and give them a better understanding of the ties between information, 
community, and democracy. 
 
Today’s younger generations, particularly those in schools and who are in their formative years, are 
particularly susceptible to media’s influences – through newspapers, magazines, TV, internet and mobile 
applications. But most of them have little or no idea how the media operate: what is news, who decides 
what news is and how news is disseminated – from news gathering to the news distribution stage. 
 
SPS has developed a teaching module for high school students in India (Classes 9, 10, 11 and 12). In 
this programme, the students are acquainted with basic facets of a fast growing, pervasive media industry 
which impacts on and influences the lives and thinking of citizens in a democracy. 
 
Even adults – from government information officials, armed forces/police personnel to even politicians – 
can benefit from understanding how media functions and, instead of assuming an adversarial or even 
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wary relationship, know how to deal with it, respond to it and even utilise and harness the media to their 
own advantage. 
 
SPS Internships 
SPS is closely involved in the Washington Leadership Program (WLP), a highly appreciated initiative on 
Capitol Hill where young Indian Americans intern with influential US Representatives and Senators. Run 
for 15 years by the Indian American Center for Political Awareness (IACPA), a non-profit organization 
based in Washington, the objective of WLP, begun by the late visionary publisher Gopal Raju, was to 
sensitise Indian American youth to American politics and motivate at least some of them to consider 
taking up politics as a career. WLP today places close to two dozen young Indian Americans with US 
Congressmen. 
 
It was involved in the India orientation of these interns by organising their meetings with leading Indian 
political personalities, foreign policy officials, strategic experts, business chambers, NGOs, etc. SPS is 
equipped to organise similar orientation and internship programmes for schools, universities and other 
institutions. 
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SPS Events 
 
The following are some of the Round Tables, Seminars, Public Lectures and Ambassador Interactions 

organised by the SPS in the past year, mostly in collaboration with the India International Centre  and the 

India Habitat Centre. 

 

Round Table Discussion on Tunisia : Success of Arab Spring  and its  Democratic Dividend with 

H. E. Tarek Azouz, Ambassador of Tunisia to India, on February 12, 2015 

Ambassador Tarek Azouz was born in 1957. In 1982, he joined the Tunisian Foreign Services, 
where he served as Secretary of Foreign Affairs in charge successively of the French, German, 
British and Danish Desks. In 1993, he was appointed head of American affairs department and 
advisor to the Minister.  

From November 2011, he serves as Ambassador of the Republic of Tunisia to India. He serves as 
Non Resident Ambassador to Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives. 

Changing Asia Series on “Understanding the Indian and Chinese economies: past trends and 
future gazing” led by Dr. Surjit S. Bhalla, Chairman and MD of Oxus Investments, on February 18, 
2015 at 7:00pm 

Dr. Surjit S. Bhalla is the Chairman and MD of Oxus Investments, a New Delhi-based economic 
research, asset management, and emerging-markets advisory firm. He holds a PhD in Economics 
from Princeton University, a Master in Public and International Affairs from Woodrow Wilson School, 
Princeton University, and a BSEE degree from Purdue University. 

He is the author of Imagine There’s no Country: Poverty, Inequality and Growth in an era of 
Globalization (2002) and Devaluing to Prosperity (2012). 

Round Table Discussion on “Current developments in Nepal” led by Dr. Baburam Bhattarai, 

former Prime Minister of Nepal on March 2, 2015 

Dr. Baburam Bhattarai was born in 1954, in Belbas, Khoplang VDC, Gorkha district. Dr. Bhattarai 
was the 35th Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Nepal from August 2011 to March 2013. 
Earlier to this, he served as the first Finance Minister of the Federal Republic of Nepal during the 
Puspa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ led government in 2008. 

In 1977, Dr. Bhattarai completed his Bachelors in Architecture (Hons.) from Chandigarh, India, under 
the Colombo Plan. In 1986, Dr. Bhattarai received his Doctorate in Philosophy (PhD) in Regional 
Development Planning from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. His thesis titled : ‘The 
Nature of Underdevelopment and Regional Structure of Nepal’ was later published as a book. 

Round Table Discussion on “Current developments in Myanmar and Indonesia” led by Mr. Stanley 

Weiss, Chairman, BENS on March 16, 2015 

After military service in World War II, Stanley A. Weiss mined and traded manganese ore and mercury metal in 
Mexico for more than 20 years; he built plants for submerged arc welding in Mexico and Brazil; he was Founder and 

http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-tunisia-success-of-arab-spring-%e2%80%8b-and-its-%e2%80%8bd%e2%80%8bemocratic-%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8bdividend-by-h-e-tarek-azouz-ambassador-of-tunisia-to-india-on-february-1/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-tunisia-success-of-arab-spring-%e2%80%8b-and-its-%e2%80%8bd%e2%80%8bemocratic-%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8bdividend-by-h-e-tarek-azouz-ambassador-of-tunisia-to-india-on-february-1/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-understanding-the-indian-and-chinese-economies-past-trends-and-future-gazing-led-by-dr-surjit-s-bhalla-chairman-and-md-of-oxus-investments-on-february-10-2015-at-70/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-understanding-the-indian-and-chinese-economies-past-trends-and-future-gazing-led-by-dr-surjit-s-bhalla-chairman-and-md-of-oxus-investments-on-february-10-2015-at-70/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-understanding-the-indian-and-chinese-economies-past-trends-and-future-gazing-led-by-dr-surjit-s-bhalla-chairman-and-md-of-oxus-investments-on-february-10-2015-at-70/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-current-developments-in-nepal-led-by-dr-baburam-bhattarai-former-prime-minister-of-nepal-on-march-2-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-current-developments-in-nepal-led-by-dr-baburam-bhattarai-former-prime-minister-of-nepal-on-march-2-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-current-developments-in-myanmar-and-indonesia-led-by-mr-stanley-weiss-chairman-benscd-march-16-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-current-developments-in-myanmar-and-indonesia-led-by-mr-stanley-weiss-chairman-benscd-march-16-2015/
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CEO of American Minerals, later Chairman of American Premier, Inc., mining, refractories, chemicals and mineral 
processing companies 

Mr. Weiss is Founding Chairman of Business Executives for National Security (BENS), a nonpartisan organization of 
senior executives who use their successful business practices to strengthen America’s security. 
Mr. Weiss has been widely published on domestic and international issues for three decades, with articles in 
numerous publications including the International Herald Tribune, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
Forbes, Strategic Review, Asia Times, Jakarta Post, Myanmar Times, NY Daily Sun, Asia Sentinel, South Asia 
Monitor, The Washington Post, The Washington Times, and The Huffington Post.  

 Round Table Discussion on India and Morocco: Imperatives of Cooperation at Viceregal, The 

Claridges Hotel on April 10, 2015 

Anil Wadhwa, Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs, addressing a SPS Roundtable on 
‘India and Morocco: Imperatives of Cooperation’ in New Delhi, said that both India and Morocco are 
no strangers to repeated terror incidents. He said that both countries “need to fight terror through not 
just bilateral but also regional and international cooperation”. 

Round Table Discussion on the current situation in Yemen and the region at Hotel Taj Palace on 

April 14, 2015 

The Saudi Ambassador Saud Mohammed Alsati began the talk with a recollection of the good 
relations between India and Saudi Arabia. While discussing the issue of the Houthi rebellion in 
Yemen, which triggered the Saudi airforce led military operation called Operation Decisive Storm, he 
highlighted his country’s continued support for the people of Yemen and their legitimate 
government.  

Changing Asia Series : “Overcoming History: Sino-Indian Relations” – Shyam Saran in 

conversation with Manoj Joshi at IHC on April 20, 2015 

The conversation focused on the resolution of the India-China border dispute as the two countries 
were increasingly finding the issue to be an impediment to stronger bilateral relations. Cordial 
relations between the two economic powerhouses have also acquired global and regional overtones. 
The Indian External Affairs minister’s openness to an “out of the box solution” and the speculation on 
a path-breaking Chinese solution during the PM’s visit too has turned the spotlight back on the 
border issue. 

Round Table Discussion on the Current Developments in Afghanistan : Policy Options for India 

with an expert panel on April 22, 2015 

The session was chaired by former Ambassador Jayant Prasad and the panelists included Shakti 
Sinha, former Head of Governance, UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan; Britta Petersen, Senior 
Fellow, Observer Research Foundation and Shanthie Mariet D’Souza , President and Founder, 
Mantraya. Amb. Prasad set the context for the discussion, noting that there was little doubt that India 
is the most popular country, thanks to the popularity of Bollywood movies and India’s the draw of soft 
power in terms of medical and training opportunities available in India. 

Round Table Discussion on “PM’s Three Nation Foreign Visit” with an expert panel at India 

Habitat Centre on April 29, 2015 

Society for Policy Studies in collaboration with the Indian Habitat Centre organized a Round Table 
on “Review of the Prime Minister’s three country visit to France, Germany and Canada.” The panel 

http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-india-and-morocco-imperatives-of-cooperation-at-viceregal-the-claridges-hotel-on-april-10-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-india-and-morocco-imperatives-of-cooperation-at-viceregal-the-claridges-hotel-on-april-10-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-the-current-situation-in-yemen-and-the-region-at-hotel-taj-palace-on-april-14-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-the-current-situation-in-yemen-and-the-region-at-hotel-taj-palace-on-april-14-2015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-overcoming-history-sino-indian-relations-shyam-saran-in-conversation-with-manoj-joshi-at-ihc-on-april-20-2015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-overcoming-history-sino-indian-relations-shyam-saran-in-conversation-with-manoj-joshi-at-ihc-on-april-20-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-the-current-developments-in-afghanistan-policy-options-for-india-with-an-expert-panel-on-april-22-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-the-current-developments-in-afghanistan-policy-options-for-india-with-an-expert-panel-on-april-22-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-current-developments-in-afghanistan-policy-options-for-india-with-an-expert-panel-at-india-international-centre-on-april-22-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-on-current-developments-in-afghanistan-policy-options-for-india-with-an-expert-panel-at-india-international-centre-on-april-22-2015/
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comprised of former Ambassador Jayant Prasad, former chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Arun 
Prakash and Ms. Suhasini Haidar, Diplomatic and Strategic affairs editor, The Hindu. 

Round Table Discussion on “India, Kuwait and changing dynamics in the Middle East” led by H.E. 

Sami Mohammad Al-Sulaiman, Ambassador of  Kuwait to India on June 11, 2015 

Former ambassador P.R. Chakravarty chaired the session.  With respect to the current Modi 
administration Former Ambassador Chakravarty noted that there would be more open engagement 
with Israel. Although, this does not mean that it would come at the cost of the relationship with Arab 
countries. 
Among those present were 15 Arab Ambassadors, former Indian Ambassadors K.V. Rajan, Ajai 
Malhotra, P.R. Chakravarty, R. Dayakar, Suresh Goel, representatives from think tanks like ICWA, 
IDSA, SPS and select media. 

Changing Asia Series on “The Indo-U.S. Civil Nuclear Agreement-Ten Years After” led by Shyam 

Saran, former Foreign Secretary, on July 20, 2015 

Ambassador Shyam Saran is former Foreign Secretary and former Special Envoy to the Prime Minister. 

He has been India’s Ambassador to Myanmar, Indonesia and Nepal and High Commissioner to Mauritius.  He has 
also served as  Chairman of the National Security Advisory Board. 

Saran said pointedly that President Bush was very keen for the US to conclude the deal with India, 
and even put his personal credibility on line for it. Bush believed that since India was a liberal, plural 
democracy like the US, his nation’s assistance was required it in order to “preserve the space for 
liberal, plural democracies.” 

Round Table Discussion on the “India-Egypt ties” at the India Habitat Centre on September 4, 

2015 

India is currently the largest Asian trade partner that Egypt has, faring at the fourth position overall. 
The opening of the New Suez Canal Route and the creation of a 460 sq.km huge Exclusive 
Economic Zone around it serve as potential avenues for both the countries to increase their 
economic interactions. 

Strategically, both the countries understand the necessity to stem the growth of the barbarous 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) that has not only destabilized the already volatile Middle East, 
but is also exhibiting the potency to be a major threat to the peace of the entire world.  

Changing Asia Series on “India’s Growth Prospects Over The Next 5 Years” led by Dr.Shankar 

Acharya, former Chief Economic Adviser, India, on September 22, 2015 

Dr. Shankar Acharya is one of India’s leading policy economists. As Chief Economic Adviser to the 
Government of India (1993-2001) he was deeply involved in the economic reforms of the 1990s. He 
also served as Member of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), 1997-2000, as a 
member of the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (2001-2003), Member, Twelfth Finance 
Commission (2004) and Member, National Security Advisory Board (2009-2013).  Earlier he worked 
in the World Bank, where he led the World Development Report team for 1979 and was Research 
Adviser to the Bank. 

http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-india-kuwait-and-changing-dynamics-in-the-middle-east-led-by-h-e-sami-mohammad-al-sulaiman%e2%80%8b-ambassador-of-%e2%80%8b-kuwait-to-india-on-june-11-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-india-kuwait-and-changing-dynamics-in-the-middle-east-led-by-h-e-sami-mohammad-al-sulaiman%e2%80%8b-ambassador-of-%e2%80%8b-kuwait-to-india-on-june-11-2015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-the-indo-u-s-civil-nuclear-agreement-ten-years-after-led-by-shyam-saran-former-foreign-secretary-on-july-20-2015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-the-indo-u-s-civil-nuclear-agreement-ten-years-after-led-by-shyam-saran-former-foreign-secretary-on-july-20-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-the-india-egypt-ties-at-the-india-habitat-centre-on-september-4-2015/
http://spsindia.in/round-table-discussion-on-the-india-egypt-ties-at-the-india-habitat-centre-on-september-4-2015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-indias-growth-prospects-over-the-next-5-years-led-by-dr-shankar-acharya-former-chief-economic-adviser-india-on-september-222015/
http://spsindia.in/changing-asia-series-on-indias-growth-prospects-over-the-next-5-years-led-by-dr-shankar-acharya-former-chief-economic-adviser-india-on-september-222015/
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Special lecture on “UN at 70: Relevance for India and the World” by Ambassador Hardeep Singh 

Puri, Vice President, International Peace Institute(IPI), New York and Secretary General, 

Independent Commission on Multilateralism(ICM), on December 7, 2015 

Hardeep Singh Puri joined the International Peace Institute in New York in 2013 after 39 years in 
India’s Foreign Service during which he served as Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
both in Geneva and New York.  

He held Ambassadorial-level posts in London and Brasilia and served in India’s missions in Colombo 
and Tokyo. Ambassador Puri served at the headquarters of the Ministry of External Affairs in New 
Delhi and on deputation to the Ministry of Defence. His extensive experience in multilateral 
diplomacy ranges from hardcore economic and trade matters, having served on several GATT/WTO 
panels, as well as areas of peace and security. During his assignment in New York from 2009-13, he 
served as Chairman of the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee in 2011 and 2012 and 
twice as President of the Security Council, in August 2011 and November 2012. 

 

SPS Social Media Project 
 
SPS is collaborating with the Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External Affairs to put out a 
series of tweets on India-Africa relations and India’s historical and modern engagement with the African 
continent.  
 
SPS is also planning a series of public lectures, in Delhi and elsewhere, to increase people’s knowledge 
about Africa, enhance awareness about India’s strong political, economic, social, business and cultural 
links with Africa and the growing importance of the India-Africa engagement. This is with a view to 
countering negative perceptions about Africa and strengthening stakes in stronger people-to-people ties 
with African nations.  

 
 

SPS Briefs 
 
SPS prepares Briefs (on any subject or any length) for embassies, international organizations and 
multinationals on contemporary events, situations, trends in diplomacy, politics, strategic and social 
issues, economy, environment and even sectoral business outlooks, in India and other South Asian 
countries. Following are some of our recent Briefs: 
 

1. Countering radical ideologies in South Asia:  Relevance of (Moroccan/Tunisian) Maliki 
School of Islam 
The threat posed by the Islamic State /IS (also known as Islamic State of Iraq and Syria/ISIS or 
Da'esh) looms large, particularly for countries that have sizeable Sunni Muslim population within 
their boundaries. This is definitely true for the South Asian countries that are home to a vast mass 
of Muslim populace but, which as a region, has also been known for its vulnerability to radical 
ideologies and related extremism. A major approach to countering the threat posed by the hard-
line Islamic political ideology of the IS involves highlighting the fact that the ideology propagated 
by it has strayed far from the initial and more moderate strand of Islam. 
 
One such school of Islamic thought is the Maliki School. 
 

2. Kashmir: Insurgency and Politics - A Ready Reckoner 

http://spsindia.in/special-lecture-on-un-at-70-relevance-for-india-and-the-world-by-ambassador-hardeep-singh-puri-%e2%80%8bvice-president-international-peace-instituteipi-new-york-and-secretary-general-indepe/
http://spsindia.in/special-lecture-on-un-at-70-relevance-for-india-and-the-world-by-ambassador-hardeep-singh-puri-%e2%80%8bvice-president-international-peace-instituteipi-new-york-and-secretary-general-indepe/
http://spsindia.in/special-lecture-on-un-at-70-relevance-for-india-and-the-world-by-ambassador-hardeep-singh-puri-%e2%80%8bvice-president-international-peace-instituteipi-new-york-and-secretary-general-indepe/
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Militancy in Kashmir – a dangerous mix of politics and religious fundamentalism – is now almost 
three decades old (27 years to be exact). In the last nearly three decades, some 75,000 people 
have been killed in this visually stunning and strategically positioned Himalayan territory that 
abounds with natural beauty and sits on a powder keg of a possible nuclear conflict between 
India and Pakistan with China also claiming stakes, lately though. 
 

3. Crafting Indian Foreign Policy: Assessing PM Modi’s one year in office 
Since assuming office on May 26, 2014, Prime Minister Modi surprised everyone by taking 
personal interest in the foreign policy domain and initiative in leaving behind his own distinctive 
stamp. Modi has demonstrated high comfort level in engaging with global leaders. His ability to 
pick up the phone and talk to his counterparts and his use of the digital space and social media 
has had a remarkable impact. 
 

4. Elections in Jammu and Kashmir: Past, present and future 
National and global attention in the five –phase elections in this stunningly beautiful Himalyan 
state of Jammu and Kashmir, that begin on November 25, 2014 is partly the result of the 
chequered history of the democratic process that the troubled politics of the state has 
experienced for much of the time since its accession to India in 1947.  

 
5. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 100 days: An assessment 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi completes 100 days in office on September 3. India’s 15th prime 
minister, who rode to power on an unprecedented wave of popular support, particularly from the 
young, has been different from predecessors in more ways than one. 
 

6. Pakistan: Facing the spectre of Lebanonisation 
Pakistan has been going through tumult and, despite Nawaz Sharif winning a resounding victory 
in 2013; the prospects of his government lasting five years have started looking bleak. The 
withdrawal of International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) from Afghanistan by end 2014 is 
likely to create turbulence along the Durand Line, the 2,640 km-long porous border between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

 
7. India’s Momentous Election: What Now? 

For the first time, it has enabled a right-wing Hindu nationalist organization, viz. the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), to come to power in New Delhi. Although the party has been in office in 
several states for quite some time, it has never been able to secure the responsibilities of 
governance at the national level with a majority of its own, for its previous stints (1998-2004) in 
power at the centre was at the head of a large coalition. 

 
8. India’s state elections: Implications for national politics 

The recent elections to the five state assemblies have been called the semi-finals. It has been 
presumed that the results of the polls to the Delhi, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
Mizoram legislatures will give some indication of the outcome of next year’s “final” – the general 
election. 

 
9. Overview of the Indian Nuclear Scenario: 2012  

In 2012, the extended and inter-linked domain of Indian nuclear science and technology, strategic 
capabilities and nuclear diplomacy entered an interesting phase. A series of important 
developments took place apropos the strategic programme as well as for the civil nuclear energy 
programme. Indian diplomacy was also active in multilateral fora and projected India’s post-2008 
nuclear profile. 

 
10. Jihadi Terrorism and its impact on India  

Jihadi terror and violence is derived from a selective interpretation of Islamic tenets and has 
become part of the post-9/11 global discourse. In the more recent context, terrorism related to a 
distortion of the Islamic canon has become a major security challenge for India. It is a complex 
and contested domain for independent India given the bloody history of the August 1947 partition 
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of the subcontinent and the intractable tension between the idea of a secular and diverse India, 
and that of Pakistan, which is based on the exclusivity of Islam and the two-nation theory. 

 
11. Kashmir: Does it have a future? 

Kashmir – described as a “Garden of Eternal Springs” by Mughal emperor Jehangir and a 
“Supremely Beautiful Woman” or a “Blushing Bride” by India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru – has had a history at odds with its rhapsodized allure. This strategic piece of land, known 
as Jammu and Kashmir – that lies in the shadow of the majestic Himalayas and the Pamir 
mountainous ranges, called the “roof of the world” – has long earned global attention because it 
lies at the heart of a bleeding territorial dispute between India and Pakistan. 
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The Society for Policy Studies (SPS) is an independent think tank focused on public policy, 
international relations and human development and their strategic, security, economic and 

social impact on India and the larger South Asian region. It helps foster dialogue among opinion 
leaders and provides a non-partisan forum to engage with critical issues, affecting India and 

South Asia. 
  

As this region grapples with mounting challenges from feeding its poor to providing healthcare 
and education, protecting the environment, meeting its security challenges and fostering 

accountability and transparency in governance, the experiments in democratic engagement and 
policy design in India and other South Asian countries, including, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka, Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan and Afghanistan, as well as the contiguous region, offer 
valuable lessons. 

  
SPS, with its intellectual resources and convening power, is uniquely positioned to bring 

together policy makers, diplomats, officials, academics, analysts and journalists from India and 
the region to facilitate new thinking and provide more informed and objective perspectives to 

current policy debates and offer alternative approaches, viewpoints and even solutions to some 
intractable problems. 

  
SPS believes in the power of knowledge, ideas and skills in today’s information-driven society 
and works to disseminate, debate and develop them through association with thought leaders, 

resource persons and domain experts in various fields. 
 
 

 

 

 

Society for Policy Studies (SPS) 

J-1824, Chittaranjan Park, New Delhi 

E: feedback@spsindia.in W: www.spsindia.in Tel: 011-41071299 

 


